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Abstract:

This conference paper focuses on the analysis of how the Slavs and their mutual relations
were presented in official school history textbooks used in Czechoslovakia during the
interwar period. The aim of the paper is to uncover the image of Slavic identity, unity, and
historical role as conveyed to young generations within the broader effort to shape
Czechoslovak national consciousness.

The research is based on a qualitative analysis of selected history textbooks approved by
the Ministry of Education of the Czechoslovak Republic and compares the approaches of
Czech and Slovak authors to the interpretation of Slavic history. Special attention is paid
to topics such as the origins of Slavic history, Great Moravia, the idea of Slavic mutuality,
the relationship with Russia and other Slavic nations, as well as how the roles of Czechs
and Slovaks were reflected within the "Slavic world." Equally important is the comparison
of attitudes toward non-Slavic nations historically and geographically connected with
Czechs and Slovaks, particularly Germans and Hungarians.

The paper also addresses the political and ideological factors that influenced the
selection and interpretation of historical material, especially in the context of building a
new state in which the unity of Czechs and Slovaks was a key ideological element. The
results of the analysis reveal not only the didactic and ideological intentions of textbook
authors but also the broader contemporary discourses on nation, identity, and history
that shaped the collective historical consciousness of an entire generation of students.
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Abstrakt:

Prispevok sa zameriava na analyzu sp6sobu, akym boli prezentovani Slovania a ich
vzajomné vztahy v oficidlnych §kolskych u&ebniciach pouzivanych v Ceskoslovensku v
obdobi medzi dvoma svetovymi vojnami. Cielom prednasky je odhalit, aky obraz
slovanskej identity, jednoty a historickej ulohy bol sprostredkovany mladym generaciam
v ramci snahy o formovanie ¢eskoslovenského narodného povedomia.

Vyskum sa opiera o kvalitativnu analyzu vybranych ucéebnic dejepisu schvalenych
ceskoslovenskym ministerstvom Skolstva a porovnava pristupy ¢eskych a slovenskych
autorov k vykladu dejin Slovanov. Osobitna pozornost je venovana témam ako je pociatok
slovanskej histérie, Velka Morava, idea slovanskej vzajomnosti, vztah k Rusku a inym



slovanskym narodom, ako aj spdsob, akym sa reflektovalo postavenie Cechov a Slovakov
v ramci ,slovanského sveta“. Nemenej doélezité je porovnanie pomeru k inym
neslovanskym narodom, s ktorymi boli Cesi a Slovaci historicky a geograficky prepojeni,
predovSetkym k Nemcom a Madarom.

Prednaska sa zaroven zaobera politickymi a ideologickymi faktormi, ktoré ovplyvnovali
vyber a interpretaciu historického materialu, najma v kontexte budovania nového Statu, v
ktorom bola jednota Cechov a Slovéakov klti&ovym ideologickym prvkom. Vysledky analyzy
odhaluju nielen didaktické a ideologické zamery autorov ucebnic, ale aj SirSie dobové
diskurzy o narode, identite a histoérii, ktoré formovali kolektivne historické vedomie celej
generacie Ziakov.



